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NEWPORT SQUASH RACKETS CLUB 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

DATE - Monday 7th January 2019 
 

TIME 8.00 pm 
 

VENUE: NEWPORT SQUASH RACKETS CLUB 
 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  
 

John Bowkett, Richard Drinkwater, Hannah Smithson, Keith Smithson, Jason Salisbury, 
Matthew Lawrence. 
 
 

NSRC MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 
Kim Dowsell, Abby Hicks, Jim Haley, Ellie Law, Steve Cambrey, Martyn Clark, Chris 
Neye, Mike Dickens. 

 
 

APOLOGIES RECEIVED:  
 

Andy Hamar, Mark Huxtable, Chris Jayne. 
 
 
 
Minutes of the 2017 AGM. 
 
Agreed by attendees as an accurate reflection of the previous and most recent AGM in 
October 2017. 
 
Jim Haley raised tonight that following the last AGM there had been no approach to the 
press for the purpose of raising the public’s awareness about the club. Action – this issue 
to be considered by the new Committee. 
 
JH raised the issue that there was low attendance at tonight’s AGM, and that more 
poster’s around the club might have helped attract more of the club’s members to 
tonight’s AGM. Jason responded by saying that the club’s membership had been 
informed of tonight’s meeting several weeks ago. Kim Dowsell confirmed to JH that he 
had received this email notification of tonight’s AGM and had put the date straight in to 
his diary. KD added that if people don’t want to attend then that’s their choice. Action – 
this issue to be considered by the new Committee in relation to notifying/reminding the 
club’s members in the lead up to the the next AGM. 
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Notices of Motions. 
 
None. 
 
Regarding the list of ‘topics’ Chris Neye recently told the Committee he wants discussed 
at this years’s AGM, Chris was informed that the AGM is not the place to raised these 
matters. It was explained to CN that if he has areas of dissatisfaction about the Club 
which he wants to raise, then he should direct these to the Committee for their 
consideration at their regular meetings, so that they can consider CN’s questions and 
provide him with a response. CN was informed that he would have the opportunity of 
raising anything which was immediately concerning him, at AOB of tonights’s AGM. 
 
 
Presentation of Accounts:  
 
JH asked about member credits at page five of the club’s accounts. JS confirmed that 
these are Court fees paid through the till, up to 31/08/18. Business income overall is 
being clawed back over time and it is a work in progress JS explained. JH enquired about 
figures within the financial breakdown at page three of the club’s accounts - JS confirmed 
that following Heather and Greg leaving the club there had been a corresponding 
reduction in staff costs resulting in a financial saving for the club. 
 
JS confirmed that as the club becomes increasingly familiar with the new bar 
arrangements (hopefully also helped by the introduction of a bar rota) then this will result 
in an increase in bar sales during the next twelve months.   
 
JH enquired about the £1,900 consultancy fees at page six of the club’s accounts. JS 
confirmed that these are fees paid to the club’s book keepers and accountants.  
 
Overall the club made a loss of £5,639 for the twelve months to 31/08/18. 
 
JS confirmed that the club’s bank balance stands at £17,445 as of today.  
 
Agreed as an action this evening, that the club’s accounts will be circulated to its 
members in advance of the next AGM.   
 
 
Membership status: 
 
Total membership for the club includes 68 full members, 8 senior members, 1 husband 
and wife membership, 20 juniors, 2 students, 11 social members, 26 Dragons members, 
28 County members.  
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Considerations going forward: 
 
To continue to build on the positive relationship between NSRC and Welsh Squash, 
including continuing to link in with the schools program, which is going well.  
 
Sarah Clode’s involvement with NSRC and her role in providing Welsh Squash’s link 
with NSRC, is also going well.  
 
Further consideration will be given to the possible introduction of a more cost effective 
Court Booking system, specifically the system which has been developed by Rob 
Grayling of Cardiff Squash Club.  
 
Regarding NSRC’s lease, the legal advice (most recently from Eversheds solicitors) in 
respect of any new lease, is to ‘sit tight’ and not sign it. Our current lease is due for 
renewal in 2022. 
 
In the event that NSRC ever needs to leave their current premises at Rodney Parade, the 
feasibility of alternative locations for the club are to be looked at more closely during the 
next few months. Martyn Clark confirmed that this will include a formal proposal by 
Whiteheads sports and social club being made to NSRC in the near future, around the 
offer of a relocation for NSRC to available land on the Whiteheads site.   
 
Consideration will also be given to potentially approaching Tredegar Park Golf Club to 
enquire with them if they might consider a relocation to vacant land that might be 
available there.  
 
 
Election of Committee officers and members:  
 
Committee officers: 
 
The club’s Vice Chairman Jon Bowkett took the Chair to go through the process of 
electing new Committee officers and Committee members.  
 
Jon Bowkett on behalf of the club’s members, thanked the Committee’s other officers 
and members for their hard work during the past 12 months. 
 
JB explained that in accordance with the club’s constitution, all officers stand down at 
every AGM and nominations will be asked for, to take up these officer roles for the next 
12 months.  
 
Additionally, with regard to the situation for the general Committee members, should 
they wish to remain as members of the Committee then they must seek re-election to the 
Committee every two years (at completion of their 2 year tenure). 
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Chairman – Mike Dickens resigned from the post of Chairman md-way through 2018. In 
accordance with the club’s rules, Jon Bowkett (vice Chairman since the last AGM) 
automatically assumed the role of Chairman tonight. 
 
Vice-Chairman – Richard Drinkwater was proposed for this vacant post by Kim 
Dowsell and seconded by Mike Dickens. RD confirmed he accepted this, and was duly 
voted in to the role by the meeting’s attendees. No-one else sought election to this role. 
 
Secretary – Matthew Lawrence stood down, however was willing to stand again for this 
post. ML was proposed by Steve Cambrey and seconded by Jon Bowkett. ML confirmed 
that he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the meeting’s attendees. No-
one else sought election to this role. 
 
Membership Secretary – Chris Jayne stood down, however was willing to stand again 
for this post. CJ was proposed by Matthew Lawrence and seconded by Mike Dickens. CJ 
confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the meeting’s attendees. 
No-one else sought election to this role. 
 
Treasurer – Jason Salisbury stood down, however was willing to stand again for this 
post. JS was proposed by Jon Bowkett and seconded by Richard Drinkwater. JS 
confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the meeting’s attendees. 
No-one else sought election to this role. 
 
 
Committee members: 
 
Committee member No. 1: Hannah Smithson stood down, however was willing to stand 
again. HS was proposed for this vacant post by Kim Dowsell and seconded by Jim Haley. 
HS confirmed she accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the meeting’s 
attendees. 
 
Committee member No. 2: Keith Smithson stood down, however was willing to stand 
again. KS was proposed for this vacant post by Jim Haley and seconded by Mike 
Dickens. KS confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the 
meeting’s attendees. 
 
Committee member No. 3: Steve Cambray stood down, however was willing to stand 
again. SC was proposed for this vacant post by Jon Bowkett and seconded by Kim 
Dowsell. SC confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the 
meeting’s attendees. 
 
Committee member No. 4: Chris Scott stood down, however was willing to stand again. 
CS was proposed for this vacant post by Steve Cambrey and was seconded by Matthew 
Lawrence. CS confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the 
meeting’s attendees. 
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Committee member No. 5: This position was recently vacated by Richard Drinkwater. 
Martyn Clark was proposed for this position by Kim Dowsell and seconded by Jon 
Bowkett. MC confirmed he accepted this, and was duly voted in to the role by the 
meeting’s attendees. 
 
Committee member No. 6: Andy Hamar did not have to stand down and he was willing 
to stay in his current position on the Committee. 
 
 
Re-appointment of Auditors: 
 
Agreed. 
 
 
AOB: 
 
 
Honours Board requires updating. 
 
It was agreed this evening that Court Heating, radiators and showers require maintenance. 
 
Jo Bowkett raised that should members have specific issues they wish to raise, then they 
must pass these to the Committee for consideration at the monthly Committee meetings.  
 
Chris Neye confirmed that his questions had been answered and that he didn’t wish to 
raise anything else at AOB. 
 
 
 
 
AGM Closed at 10.00pm 
 
 
 
Minutes taken by Matthew Lawrence. 
	


